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Furthering a Tradition of Grassroots Giving

BILL GRAHAM AWARD 
In memory of pioneering producer and founding Rex 
board member Bill Graham, himself a refugee, this award 
is for those working to assist children who are victims 
of political oppression and human rights violations.

RALPH J.  GLEASON AWARD
In memory of music journalist Ralph J. Gleason, a 

the 1960s, whose openness to new music and ideas tran-
scended differences between generations and styles.

JERRY GARCIA AWARD
In memory of Grateful Dead guitarist and founding Rex 
board member Jerry Garcia, this award is designed to 
honor and support individuals and groups that work 
to encourage creativity in young people.

Project Avary
Project Avary is a year-round sup-
port and enrichment program for 
Bay Area children, ages 8 to 15, who 

parent’s incarceration or ongoing in-
volvement in the criminal justice sys-
tem. Project Avary consists of three, 
integrated main components: Camp 

trips that take place monthly dur-
ing the school year–and the Avary 
Mentoring Program. The mission 
is to discourage cycles of violence 

consistent, nurturing community in 
which children may: express them-
selves creatively; cultivate trusting 
relationships with peers and adults; 

-

385 Bel Marin Keys Blvd, Ste G, Novato, CA 94949 

Asylum Access
Asylum Access is dedicated to mak-
ing human rights a reality for refu-
gees around the world. Because less 
than half of one percent of refugees 
resettle in the U.S., Asylum Access 
reaches refugees where most remain 
– in Africa, Asia and Latin America, 

own. The organization provides 
on-the-ground legal information, 
education, advice and representa-
tion to help refugees assert their 
fundamental right to seek and enjoy 
asylum, as set forth in Article 14 of 
the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. Asylum Access also 
helps refugees assert other human 
rights including the rights to live 
safely, work, put children in school 

countries of refuge.
 

Jorma Kaukonen 

-
ry Garcia taught guitar to students 
of that earlier era; there is resonance 

for a scholarship program at Fur 
Peace Ranch to serve Appalachian 
youth. “Fur Peace Ranch is a ranch 

says. Classes and workshops are 
held throughout the summers with 
instructors who are also world 
class musicians. Fur Peace Ranch 

of all skill levels. The Rex Founda-
tion gratefully acknowledges the 

vast community of music lovers, 
musicians and underserved youth 

with this award. 

A year of change as Rex reviewed its capacity to fund 
grassroots programs in the face of the economic down-

A new focus on arts education and a year of continuing 
development of the  Human 
Rights Education Program in schools.  
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HOW REX WORKS 
The Rex Foundation has no 

 paid board members. Virtually 
all of our grant recipients are 

selected through the personal 
knowledge and outreach of our 

decision makers – as a result, 
grant requests are not solicited. 
We have no application forms  
and no published guidelines.  

Grants are made once or  
twice a year, and our report 

 is published annually. 
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Mission Statement
The Rex Foundation continues to embody the spirit of generosity and concern that evolved in the cul-
ture of the Deadheads and the Grateful Dead, aiming to help secure a healthy environment, promote 
individuality in the arts, provide support to critical and necessary social services, assist others less 
fortunate than ourselves, protect the rights of indigenous people and ensure their cultural survival, build 
a stronger community, and educate children and adults everywhere.

Guiding Principles and Values

.
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From The Executive Director 

The expression “May you live in interesting times,” often used ironically in times 
-

the fears and insecurities of so many over the economic recovery and health care re-

involved in interesting times as The Dead went on tour and ultimately transitioned 

renewal efforts these last nine years. Increasingly, as is vital for all generative growth, 
our connection to these founding musical ties for funding income is giving way to 
new ones with musicians and others who resonate with the Grateful Dead’s musical 
legacy and generosity of spirit.

particularly given the likely ongoing economic challenges, of continuing to provide 

from musicians with national and local followings, and active extended communities, 

These have generated funds for grant making and fostered good will in surrounding 
communities. With the advancement of  project, another op-
portunity to support the work of grassroots programs continues, and our long term 

With this assessment, as well as taking heart from the encouraging words and gen-

to actively expand our grant making and continue to facilitate positive connections 
among our networks of supporters.

collective efforts to carry forward the spirit that got us this far. – Sandy Sohcot
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 Revenue $ 111,553
(24,589)  

Fundraising 144  

Change in unrestricted net assets:

   operating expenses  (54,123)

   on investments 
   Change in unrestricted net assets   (54,123)

  restricted assets   

Statement of Revenue and Disbursements 
and Changes in Net Assets for Year Ending 12/31/09

Rex Musical Caravan

the collective power of the musical community to make 
a positive difference. 

-

Tour and Moonalice Spring Tours supporting Rex, as 

the summer, Silver Oak Cellars presented the Taj Ma-

Lane. The fall included the third, month-long Dark Star 

-

Caravan events took place in cities across the country, 

Philippe Vezina to honor Mark Calo. 

-

sales. See the full list of Caravan events on page 4 that 

the musical community with grassroots giving.

 Human Rights 
Education Program 2009-2010

 Human Rights Education Pro-
gram is an outgrowth of a series of successful initiatives 

and adults to further human rights for all people, and 
to understand the type of individual and community 
engagement needed to compel constructive action. 
These initiatives used the creative arts to deepen learn-

(UDHR); they also gave the youth, in turn, the chance 

manifesting the words of the UDHR. 

Future Leaders of Social Change Academy of Arroyo 
High School in San Lorenzo, CA, put on a Town Hall 
for the 300+ students and faculty of their Academy. On 

song, dance, spoken word, poetry, dramatic segments, 
animation and visual arts displays. The presentations 
culminated  Human Rights 

which sought to integrate the creative arts into teach-

young performers’ hard work received overwhelmingly 
positive responses from their peers, teachers, family 

The performances and follow-up reviews at each school 

on DVD to help pave the way for the next stage of the 

UDHR as a frame of reference for positive social change. 



Caravan Events of 2009

Keller Williams, proceeds from 
downloads of “Rex, Live at the Fillmore”

Garaj Mahal, Red Fox Tavern in Eureka, 

Melvin Seals & The JGB, Great 
American Music Hall, San Francisco and Zero Pak Live, 
Winchester, VA

March and April: Passion Presents, Eureka, CA
Five Eyed Hand,

March – May: The Dead Spring Tour
March – April: Moonalice Spring Tour, San Francisco, 

LA, Phoenix, Tucson, and shows running from Virginia 
to Massachusetts

April 10: Reflections Band,

Taj Mahal Trio and spe-
cial guests Bob Weir, Rob Wasserman & Jay Lane

 Morgantown, WV
 Morgantown, WV

 Bridgeport, CT
Dark Star Orchestra’s Rex Caravan 

Tour, from Seattle, WA to San Diego, CA
Rising Tide in memory of Mark Calo, Rising 

Tide, RI
Moonalice

Keller Williams, Great American Music Hall, 
San Francisco, CA

New Riders of the Purple Sage and 
Moonalice, Great American Music Hall

Cubensis Gratefully Giving, The Mint, 
 Los Angeles, CA

Grace Potter and the Nocturnals, The 
Fillmore, San Francisco

Summer Fest ival “Rex Jams”

-
cuit, where artists designate a particular song in their 

schools in the communities local to the festivals.

in Morgantown, WV with The Bridge, the 10,000 Lakes 

4

REX MUSICAL EVENTS IN 2009

the arts and music programs of Preston High School 

With arts programs suffering in the current economy, 

elements of a good education and make a real difference. 

the start of the school year! Most gratifying was to hear 

grassroots grants felt that their local communities re-

Rex to show how dollars can add up quickly to generate 
positive ripples!

Black Tie-Dye Bal l
The Black Tie-Dye Ball featuring Dark Star Orchestra at 
the Crystal Ballroom in Portland gave Rex supporters the 
opportunity to enjoy a unique musical experience while 

and community spirit. Proceeds helped support local 

At a pre-concert, festive party in Lola’s Room, guests 
mingled with the artists and kindred spirits. Local musi-
cians Scott Law and Asher Fulero played their great mu-
sic, generating more positive and creative energy. Local 



5

THE REX FOUNDATION’S 2009 GRANT BENEFICIARIES
Arts & Literacy in Children’s 
Education (ALICE)
ALICE is a grassroots consortium of 
parents, teachers and artists work-

cultural diversity through the arts 

grant will help to expand an innova-
tive Ancestor project to schools in 
Oakland’s Fruitvale district. ALICE 
was founded on the principle that 
the arts are essential to every child’s 
learning and that all children de-
serve an arts-integrated education, 
regardless of racial, socio-economic 

 

ArtsChange
The mission of ArtsChange is to 
promote imagination, health and 

and communities in the creation of 
socially conscious art designed for 

 

Balance4Kids

schools working together. Individu-

of nutrition, educational therapies, 
and alternative education.

 

Boston Arts Academy
Boston Arts Academy is Boston’s 

-
sual and performing arts, serving 
approximately 415 students whose 

-

the school is through an audition 
-

dents engage in over ten hours of 
arts training weekly in one of the 
following arts majors: instrumen-
tal or vocal music, theatre, dance 
or visual arts and study a full col-
lege preparatory curriculum. The 

school graduates students who are 
holistic thinkers and disciplined, 
well-trained artist-scholars who 

engage in the world.
 

Committed Partners for 
Youth (CPY)

training center for volunteers who 
want to mentor various segments 
of the at-risk youth population in 
the Eugene area. They work with 

closely with the juvenile justice 

with one or more incarcerated par-
ents. The mentors take kids on out-
ings, camping trips, have monthly 
meetings and just “hang out” with 
kids who need nurturing and adult 

 

Bridgeport School Distr ict 
Music Programs

support the Bridgeport School Dis-
trict Instrument Program and was 

Burners Without Borders
Burners Without Borders has 
emerged as a community led, grass-
roots group that addresses gaping 
needs where existing cultural and so-
cietal systems are failing. Following 

participants headed south into the 

communities. As the volunteer num-

Vietnamese temple in Biloxi, Missis-

done, they moved to another needy 
Mississippi community, Pearlington, 
to continue to help those in need. 
Over the course of eight months, 
Burners Without Borders volunteers 
gifted over $1 million dollars worth 

to the residents of Mississippi. Cur-

furthering environmental awareness 
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in Beijing and implementing the 

 

Wildl i fe Associates
For almost 30 years, Wildlife Associ-

wild animals, along with trained 
naturalist educators, into Bay Area 
classrooms, to engage children in 
respect for the natural world and 
foster a regard for the interconnect-

programs fit the state standards 
for science education, a woefully 
neglected area in these “teach-to-the-
English-and-math-tests” days. They 
make 1,000 presentations to 300,000 
students each year, 50% of which 
are low-income. The Rex grant will 

-
sor 3000 students from low-income 
schools.

Eyak Preservation Council (EPC)
The mission of EPC is “To preserve, 

-
ness, education and the promotion 

communities of the Copper River and 
Prince William Sound watersheds of 
Alaska.” EPC’s goal is to protect 

communities in which society, eco-
nomics, and education all reinforce 
the wild salmon way of life. EPC is 
the only grassroots action group in 
this coastal region along the Gulf of 
Alaska with Indigenous representa-
tion that has national reach and re-

lationships with grass roots and na-
tional environmental organizations.
 PO Box 460, Cordova, AK 99574 

Girls on the Run 
Napa Valley (GOTR)

-
ter of Girls on the Run International 
whose mission is to educate and 
prepare young girls (ages 8-13) for 
a lifetime of healthy living and self 
respect. Through discussions and 
activities in twice weekly meetings 
over a twelve week period, girls 

-

covered include nutrition, throwing 
-
-

ferences, active listening, stopping 

service. The program ends with a 5 
-

ing part of each girl’s program goal. 

-
lars Rex Musical Caravan event.

 

Music in Schools Today

organization with national impact, 
Music in Schools Today (MuST) ad-

vocates for, supports and develops 

programs that improve student 
achievement. Serving over 15,000 
children annually at schools around 
the Bay Area, MuST is a research-

-

ruthlessly target arts education in 

 

 Handful  Players

children’s musical theatre aimed at 
helping middle school kids from 
San Francisco’s Western Addition 

self-esteem, and develop skills for 
getting ahead in life. Founded in 

theatre program in San Francisco’s 

riddled with gang violence, drugs, 
and deteriorating schools. Residents 
are mainly low income, African 

-
lic housing and lacking mentorship, 
community services, and cultural 
stimulation.
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O’Neil l  Sea Odyssey

is to provide a hands-on educational 
experience to encourage the protec-
tion and preservation of our living 
sea and communities. OSO engages 
4th - 6th grade youth with lessons 
in navigation, sailing, conservation, 
and marine science, integrated into 
an education program that teaches 

role that watersheds play in rela-
tion to them, and the importance of 

and each group completes a commu-
nity service project to participate.

 

Musicopia

-
formance and education to students 
and communities throughout the 

Delaware Valley, with a particular 
focus on geographical areas that lack 
adequate music programs or are cut 
off from the region’s rich cultural 
life. With the goal of inspiring a deep 
love and knowledge of great music, 
Musicopia’s programs promote the 
transformative powers of music, the 
value of musical discipline and an 
appreciation of cultural diversity. 
Musicopia envisions a community 
where all students have full access to 
comprehensive music education and 
are given the opportunity to learn 
any instrument of their choosing; 
where all parents take an active and 
supportive role in the development 
of their children’s musical skills; and 

key component of every student’s 
curriculum.

 

International  
Accountabi l i ty Project

Project (IAP) responds to the urgent 
-

national development, to end unjust 
displacement and resettlement, and 
to leverage positive change within 
international finance institutions. 

justice lawyer Dana Clark, IAP has 
-

ronmental and social standards at 

such as the World Bank. In coalition 
with grassroots organizers in Asia, 

has provided legal and technical 
support to multiple communities 

-

and environmental rights and to 
promote development alternatives 

 

The Monterey Bay Hotel 
Workers Rel ief  Fund of  
ACTION Council

-
nerships to promote economic and 
social justice; to initiate community 
dialogue and action on critical issues; 
to provide a focal point for achiev-
ing community transformation and 
to develop resources to facilitate 
needed change. Recently many hotel 
workers in Monterey County have 

of workers in the county is from the 
hotel industry, many families have 

offs. The Rex grant was used to pro-

the hotel industry lay offs.
 

Old Library Studio
A recording studio and teaching 
facility, OLS serves youth in the 
Portland area, “mixing music and 
mentorship.” Its mission is to pro-
vide a safe haven for kids who want 
“to experiment and grow, to learn to 
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gives a variety of technical classes 
in popular music composing and 

Portland Black Tie Dye Ball.
 

Grey Fox Educational 
Fund, Inc.
The Grey Fox Educational Fund, Inc. 

fundraising organization dedicated 
-

providing a variety of educational 
programs including instruction for 
children and adults during the Grey 
Fox Bluegrass Festival, scholarships 
for college students and community 
outreach activities. 

 

Richmond College Prep 
Preschool
The Richmond College Prep Pre-

initiative to create and sustain a 
highly successful model preschool 
in Richmond, California, in one of 
the state’s most impoverished, inner-

-
ments across America. The goal is 

to give the children who attend the 
Richmond College Prep Preschool 
all the educational resources, op-
portunities, and experiences usually 
provided to the children of wealthy 
communities. The vision is that 
with exposure to a high-intensity, 
high-quality, and high-expectation 
educational environment from an 
early age, students from impover-

typical of higher-income areas. The 
RCP Preschool is offered at no cost to 
participants. The school utilizes evi-

-
ing, learning, and school reform.

 

Preston High School

support the music department at 
Preston High School.

Tryon Li fe Community Farm
Tryon is a center for the teaching 

-
munity that lives on the seven acre 
tract leads efforts in the Portland 
area to protect more open space 

-

-

viding an example of “a grass-roots 
example of community action to 

Black Tie Dye Ball.
 

Women’s Earth Al l iance

countries met in Mexico City to 
create a solution for a common con-

front lines of social and environ-
mental challenges greatly reduces 

The concepts designed during these 
early meetings laid the foundation 
for Women’s Earth Alliance. WEA 
spent three years piloting projects, 
learning from a growing constitu-
ency, and designing an innovative 
approach to social change. WEA’s 
strategy is regenerative in that each 
woman participant multiplies her 

others, creating impact that is truly 

The track record of successful lead-
ership among WEA’s participants, 

to professional networks and re-
sources, provides crucial leverage 
for systemic transformation.

 

Detroit Lakes Public Schools

-

and was funded through direct con-


