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was a year of continuing challenges for 
the country, as the sluggish economic 

recovery and divisive political environment impacted 
available funds for charitable giving, generated ongoing 
cuts to business and government agency budgets, and 
cast a cloud of discouragement and cynicism. In July 
2010, just a year ago, we were working on the newsletter 
Perspectives on Generosity of Spirit as part of our tribute 
to Jerry Garcia’s vision and leadership in matters of 
creativity and acts of generosity, so as to highlight the 
core values surrounding the Grateful Dead concert com-
munity that gave rise to the Rex Foundation. 

I believe it is this very Spirit – a level of generosity that 

– demonstrated by so many people across our extended 
community of supporters, that made it possible for Rex, 
even while experiencing the same challenges as many 

-
ing, albeit far less than desired, as well as expand The 

World As It Could Be Human Rights Education project, 
and help generate creative and positive connections 
along the way. 

As you read through this Report you will see examples 
of the positive spirit and energy that surrounded the 
Rex Foundation throughout the year. August brought 
a major burst of this energy, unquestionably to remem-
ber the contributions of Jerry Garcia. The San Francisco 
Giants made its August 9th game a night of tribute to 
him, and designated Rex as the recipient of charitable 

of music called Jerry Jams for Rex thanks to the generosity 
of musicians who wanted to support Rex as part of their 
tribute to Jerry. And, we began planning the December 

The Wheel – A 

Musical Celebration of Jerry Garcia that brought together 
musicians who had played major roles in Jerry Garcia’s 
musical career since 1962.

We are hopeful that the Rex Foundation’s continued ef-

be a catalyst for positive social change, even amid the 
broader challenges still in play, honor the spirit of Jerry 
Garcia, the caring values of the Grateful Dead concert 
community and the generosity of spirit of all who carry 
these forces forward. – Sandy Sohcot

S u p p o r t i n g  G r a s s ro o t s  N o n - P ro f i t s

Arts For Humanity! and Michael Franti, recipients of the 2010 Jerry Garcia and Ralph J. Gleason Awards (see page 2) 
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The Rex Foundation is  
named after Rex Jackson,  
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and later road manager until  

his untimely death in 1976

HOW REX WORKS 
The Rex Foundation has no 

 paid board members. Virtually 
all of our grant recipients are 

selected through the personal 
knowledge and outreach of our 

decision makers – as a result, 
grant requests are not solicited. 
We have no application forms  
and no published guidelines.  

Grants are made once or  
twice a year, and our report 

 is published annually. 
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Mission Statement
The Rex Foundation continues to embody the spirit of generosity and concern that evolved in the 
culture of the Deadheads and the Grateful Dead, aiming to help secure a healthy environment, 
promote individuality in the arts, provide support to critical and necessary social services, assist 
others less fortunate than ourselves, protect the rights of indigenous people and ensure their cul-
tural survival, build a stronger community, and educate children and adults everywhere.

Guiding Principles and Values

.
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RALPH J.  GLEASON AWARD
In memory of music journalist Ralph J. Gleason, a major 

1960s, whose openness to new music and ideas tran-

JERRY GARCIA AWARD

Arts for Humanity! 
Arts for Humanity! empowers low-
income at-risk youth, and youth with 
disabilities through participatory per-
forming and visual arts programs. In 
partnership with local artists, student 
interns, and community organiza-
tions, the programs cross genera-
tional, socio-economic, physical, and 
developmental divides to make the 
arts accessible to all. Arts for Human-
ity! believes in a world where the arts 
are integral to our lives, where we 
celebrate diversity and commonal-
ity through the power and beauty of 
the arts. Programs are at no charge 
to participants and support existing 

going into their centers and shelters 
and providing an expressive outlet for 
those who are most in need. Arts for 
Humanity! expands the world view 
of student interns, preparing them for 
careers in social service and the arts. 
819 W Pedregosa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Michael Franti 
Michael Franti has been bringing our 
world exceptionally powerful, deeply 
felt music in a wide range of genres 
for twenty years. He has traveled 
extensively to war torn areas to learn 
about the cost of war from the people 
on the front lines and his observations 
and cultural experiences have been 
translated into his music and became 
a basis for his award winning docu-
mentary “I Know I’m Not Alone.” Mi-
chael created an annual, free “Power 
to the Peaceful Festival,” exposing 
thousands to music and poets of many 
cultures while providing funding to 
charities that focus on health, edu-
cation, youth and the environment. 
Michael has partnerships with CARE 
and Soles4Souls Shoe Charity. He has 
written children’s books in an effort 
to educate children about believing 
in themselves, exploring diversity and 
respecting the planet.

Rex Foundation Awards
-



 Human Rights 
Education Program 2010
The World As It Could Be Human Rights Education Pro-
gram is an outgrowth of a series of successful initiatives 
carried out since 2006. With the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) as its guide, the Program 
involves collaborations with community arts programs 
and schools to use creative arts-based learning models 
and youth-led original dramatizations to inspire youth 
and adults to value the importance of human rights for 
all people, as well as to be engaged members of their 
local and global communities to help make the words 
of the UDHR a reality for everyone.

In 2010, following two years of successful pilot work,  
Rex published a curriculum geared to, though not 
limited to, high school teaching of the UDHR. The 
curriculum uses different creative arts disciplines and 
a celebratory culminating presentation to engage and 
inspire students, and to nurture the kind of “human 
rights thinking” that promotes mutual respect and 
peaceful problem solving, whether in their most im-
mediate circles or in dealing with global initiatives. 

collaboration with the International and Multicultural 
Studies Department of the University of San Francisco 
School of Education to present the curriculum to teach-

the Institute, participants learned about the history of 
the UDHR and its continuing relevance, experienced 
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working with different creative arts disciplines, and 
produced an original presentation that far exceeded 
expectations. Three of the participants were teachers 
from Mandela High School, who went on to implement 
the curriculum during the fall semester. On December 
10th, Mandela students put on their culminating pre-
sentation that had such a positive impact, the school is 
now planning to use the UDHR as its focus for 2011/12 
Project Based learning.

In addition to introducing the curriculum, we commis-
sioned the collaboration between Rex grantees Destiny 
Arts Center and Youth Speaks to create an original 
production, based on Article 26 of the UDHR. “Lesson 
Plans” gave participating youth the opportunity to be 
teachers and inspire awareness about the importance of 
everyone experiencing their right to a quality education. 
“Lesson Plans” was performed for a live audience at 
Laney College Theater in Oakland, CA on January 20, 
2011, and video recorded so that excerpts can be pre-
sented via YouTube and other such mediums to continue 
to promote the importance of quality education for all.

Check out the Rex website to learn more about the differ-
ent dimensions of the Project and enjoy the creative tal-

Rex Musical Caravan
A few years ago we introduced the Rex Musical Caravan 
as the moniker to depict the different ways musicians 
and businesses closely connected with the musical com-
munity get on board to support the Rex Foundation 
and help demonstrate our collective power to make a 
positive difference. In 2010, the Caravan continued to 
grow, with a number of musicians, such as Keller Wil-
liams, Melvin Seals and the JGB Band, Cubensis, and 

multiple years, as well as new bands and businesses 
becoming involved. It is both fun and heartening to 
collaborate with all on the Caravan to identify creative 
ways to support the Rex Foundation while also provid-
ing great music and quality products that fans can enjoy 
while also being part of the supportive community.



On-going since April 2008: Keller Williams, proceeds 
from downloads of “Rex, Live at the Fillmore”

February 28: Fiddlehead, Paddy Kelly’s Pub,  
Peabody, MA

April 24 and October 23: Reflections Band, Mexi Cali 
Live, Teaneck, NJ

May 15: Keller Williams, Hangout Club, Gulf Shores, AL
August 4 & 7: Tribal Hippie Underground Zone 

(THUGZ), Rio Nido Roadhouse, Rio Nido, CA
August 6: 7 Walkers, Moonalice, Great American 

Music Hall, San Francisco, CA
August 6-8: Festival of Family, Kaplan’s Farm,  

Millerton, NY
August 9: Jerry Garcia Tribute Night, SF Giants, 

AT&T Ballpark, San Francisco, CA
October 23: The Kind Buds, Iron Horse Music Hall, 

Northampton, MA
October 29 & 30: String Cheese Incident, Hampton 

Coliseum, Hampton, VA 
November 6: Crazy Fingers, Boston on the Beach, 

Delray Beach, FL
November 20: Mystery Train, PPG Pavilion, Tipton, PA
November 28: Cubensis, The Mint, Los Angeles, CA 

Ocean Child Bath and Body Products, Portland, 
OR – available at throughout summer at Mississippi 
Market

Sweet Creed Foods, Elmira, OR – Organic Straw-
berry Rex Jam given as gift with contribution to Rex 
Foundation

Grateful Graphics, San Francisco, CA - portion of 
proceeds from merchandise sales

Gold Standard Games, dead.net – portion of pro-
ceeds from Grateful Dead-opoly

Lillie Belle Farms, Central Point, OR – proceeds from 
sales of holiday cheer chocolate collection

Jam Cruise 9, jamcruise.com – portion of booking 
Wear Your Music, wearyourmusic.org – proceeds from 

sale of bracelets made from participating musicians’ 
used guitar strings

Caravan Events of 2010
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REX MUSICAL EVENTS IN 2010

Summer Fest ival Rex Jams
2010 marked the fourth year since initiating the Rex 
Jam at the 10,000 Lakes Festival with Matt Butler and 
The Everyone Orchestra. The idea of the Rex Jam is 
to demonstrate the power of grassroots giving, where 
contributions of $1, $5, $10 or $20 have an immediate 
positive impact by being collected from fans during 
a selected musical jam and, in turn, contributed to a 
high school arts and music program in their local area.

In 2010, the Rex Jam at the All Good Festival in Mor-
gantown, WV once again supported the music program 
of Preston High School in Kingwood, WV. And, at 
Gathering of the Vibes, David Gans led a discussion 
about Generosity of Spirit that helped raise funds 
once again for the Bridgeport, CT music program. 

We’ve been told by the folks at Preston High School 
that the Rex Jam contributions of the last two years 
have made possible the purchase of a piano, seven 
sets of marching cymbals and the funding of 7 stu-
dents to participate in the Tri State Honor Band.

On August 10th, as way to honor Jerry Garcia’s musical 
and community legacy, the Rex Foundation presented 

music available by download. 

The gifted musicians on this compilation generously con-
tributed stirring live performances of Jerry Garcia songs. 
Featured on the album are Bruce Hornsby & The Noise-
makers, Hot Buttered Rum, Keller & The Keels, Moonal-
ice, Phish, Railroad Earth, Steve Kimock Crazy Engine, 
The Black Crowes, The String Cheese Incident, The Way-
backs, Widespread Panic, and Yonder Mountain String. 

Brought to life by Brad Serling of nugs.net, the produc-
tion of the compilation was made possible thanks to the 

Matt Hogan, Ice Nine Publishing, Micah Gordon, David 
Frost and The Jerry Garcia Family Estate.
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A Musical Celebration of Jerry Garcia

Celebration of Jerry Garcia” was an historic night set in 
the gracious space of The Fillmore decorated elegantly 
for the occasion. Among the evening’s unique music 
experiences was the bringing together of Jesse McReyn-
olds, Peter Rowan and David Nelson. 

McReynolds, Rowan, and Nelson each shared a deep 
connection with Garcia dating back to the early 1960s. 
In 1962, when Jerry Garcia began playing the banjo and 
exploring bluegrass music, he formed a band called the 
Hart Valley Drifters with David Nelson on guitar. In 1964, 
as part of his bluegrass pilgrimage through the Ameri-
can South with Sandy Rothman, Jerry sought out the 
even-then legendary bluegrass musicians “Jim and Jes-
se” (McReynolds). Garcia held Jesse’s mandolin playing 
and music in high esteem for many more years to come. 

In 1969, as the Grateful Dead released Aoxomoxoa, Jerry 
was also collaborating with other musical friends. He 
reconnected with David Nelson and John “Marmaduke” 
Dawson, who had formed The New Riders of the Purple 
Sage. He formed another bluegrass band, Old and in 
the Way, with David Grisman, John Kahn, Peter Rowan 
and Vassar Clements. His Acoustic Band opened his leg-
endary Broadway shows, featuring Kahn, Nelson and 

Rothman. Coming full circle, in October 2010, McReyn-
olds released 
Garcia and Robert Hunter, collaborating with none other 
than David Nelson and Sandy Rothman.

along with members of their respective bands, which 
included Garrett McReynolds, Steve Thomas, Jody 
Stecher, Keith Little, Paul Knight, Barry Sless, Robin 
Sylvester, John Molo, Mookie Siegel, and special guest 
Matt Butler of The Everyone Orchestra, had the excep-
tional opportunity to play Jerry Garcia/Robert Hunter 
and traditional American roots songs together.

Make-Bel ieve Bal l

Whether or not folks were at the Great American Music 
Hall on August 15, 1975 for the special Grateful Dead 
show that was later released on record as 
Vault, on Thursday, February 18 attendees could once 
again immerse themselves in the music with the Rex 

-
sion of Rex board member Tim Duncan and the help of 
the great team at the Great American Music Hall, the 

by Dave Hunter, providing an evening of good old 
Grateful Dead magic in support of Rex.
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THE REX FOUNDATION’S 2010 GRANT BENEFICIARIES
Clean Water Fund
Clean Water Fund’s mission is to 
develop strong grassroots coalitions, 
organizations and community lead-
ership to address health, consumer, 
environmental and community 
problems from the watershed to the 
water tap. The California program 
works on issues that recognize the 
link between public health, social 
justice, and the environment. CWF’s 
California water program works to 
protect our waterways from con-
tamination and to protect the public 

and as drinking water sources. The 
Rex grant supports the Central Val-
ley Clean Drinking Water project to 
help disadvantaged rural, primarily 
Latino, communities in the Central 
Valley have access to safe affordable 
drinking water. Small rural com-
munities in the Valley have little 
funding for water treatment. They 

receive their water from small local 
wells that are often contaminated 
by pesticides, fertilizers and other 
agriculture-related practices. Those 
who can afford it buy bottled drink-
ing water. Many of these families 
have to choose between clean water 
and food on the table.

Blue Mountain Coali t ion  
for Youth and Famil ies
Blue Mountain runs a community 
center serving low income families 
in West Point, a small town tucked 
into the foothills of the Sierra Ne-
vada. Their mission is to promote 
a vibrant, peaceful, healthy com-
munity where everyone is nurtured, 
supported and inspired. The coali-
tion was founded as a teen activities 
center by two sets of parents who 
were concerned that their teenagers 
did not have enough healthy activi-

ties. Today Blue Mountain serves the 
broader community, serving family 
meals and also provides space for 
Mountain Mi-Wok tribal meetings 
and parties, social service outreach, 
toddler play groups, art workshops, 
senior exercise classes and hosts a 
farmers’ market. The arts remain at 
the heart of the youth and family 
programs.
364 Main Street, West Point, CA 95255 

Jerry Day
The first Jerry Garcia celebration 
happened in 2002 as a fundraiser 
for Crocker Amazon Playground in 
Jerry Garcia’s childhood neighbor-
hood – The Excelsior District. Spear-
headed and conceived by Excelsior 
District natives and residents, this 
civic and cultural event is the largest 
event associated with the neighbor-
hood. It is wholeheartedly embraced 
by the community, and the City and 



County of San Francisco. In 2009 Jer-
ry Day was acknowledged with the 
“Best Community Building Event 
Award” from the City and County 
of San Francisco.

 
 

www.jerryday.org

Preston High School

from the Rex Jam at the All Good 
Festival and is to be used to further 
support the music department at 
Preston High School. 
400 Preston Drive, Kingwood, WV 26537 

Nextcourse
Nextcourse improves the health of 
individuals and communities by de-
signing innovative and collaborative 
educational programs that inspire 
people to purchase, cook and eat 
healthier, locally produced foods. 
Nextcourse’s strategy is threefold: 
to serve youth and low-income 
communities to make nutritious 
foods available to these areas; to 
strengthen meaningful and last-
ing partnerships with like-minded 
organizations, and to inspire and 
motivate people to action to become 
stewards for a better local food sys-
tem. Nextcourse has been a previous 
recipient of Rex grants. 
As Nextcourse continues to expand 
its reach, especially to low income 
teens, its latest initiative is at Mis-
sion High School in San Francisco. 
The school has given the go-ahead 

to create and provide a formal, for 
credit elective class (“Eat UR Veg-
gies”) for 9th graders at the school 
starting this school year. Funds from 
Rex will be used to help defray the 
costs of a program coordinator and 
an assistant.

Planting Just ice
Planting Justice is an urban food 
justice organization funded by a 
grassroots door-to-door canvass and 
an edible landscaping program that 
provides experiential educational 
and economic opportunities to ur-
ban residents through growing and 
celebrating food in community. The 
organization believes that all people, 
rich and poor, deserve healthy food, 

the mission is to democratize access 
to affordable nutritious food by 
empowering disenfranchised urban 
residents with the skills, resources, 
and inspiration to maximize food 
production, economic opportunities, 
and environmental beauty in our 
neighborhoods. 

 

RockHouse Arts Foundation
The mission of RockHouse Arts 
Foundation is to teach at-risk kids 
how use music as a life tool, healing 
tonic, and empowering force. The fo-
cus has always been on helping kids 
who have been abused, neglected, or 
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otherwise marginalized. 
  RockHouse provides musical 
instruments, instruction, music 
therapy, and artist mentoring at 
foster homes, schools, and family 
counseling centers by:

instruments. 

music therapy, as well as one-on-one 
instruction.

children to participate.
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Bay Area Gir ls  Rock Camp 
Bay Area Rock Camp empowers 
girls ages 8–18 through music by 
promoting an environment that fos-

-
work. The camp challenges gender 
stereotypes, encourages collabora-
tion among peers and provides a 
comfortable space for people of all 
backgrounds to express themselves. 
The camp is a place where girls learn 
to play instruments, form bands, 
and write and perform their own 
music in a supportive environment 
of female instructors and mentors. 
Through music lessons, workshops, 
group activities and performance, 
girls acquire skills that help guide 
them throughout their lives. All pro-
grams include participation in vari-
ous empowering workshops such as 
History of Women in Music, Self-de-
fense, Songwriting, Screenprinting, 
and more. The programs culminate 
in a grand Showcase Performance 
for family, friends and the public.

 

Wilson High School Music 
Department
The Rex Foundation grant will be 
used to purchase musical instru-
ments for the Wilson High School 
jazz combo and concert bands. This 
will enable students, many having 
very limited exposure to playing an 
instrument in an organized group, 
to move from drumline to other per-
cussion instruments. These instru-
ments will open the opportunity for 
students to learn percussion theory 
and to understand jazz composition.

Universi ty of Oregon  
Foundation – Ken Kesey 

Ken Kesey left an extraordinary 
legacy that has shaped social and 
cultural values to this day. Praised 
as one of the most important writ-
ers of his generation, his work has 
been translated into more than 30 
languages. The Ken Kesey Collec-
tion contains irreplaceable typewrit-
ten manuscripts, artwork, collages, 

photographs, and correspondence 
dating from 1960 to 2001. This rich 
archive is a resource for students and 
scholars interested not only in Ken 
Kesey and his writing but also in the 
literature and culture of the 1960s. 
The University of Oregon has the op-
portunity to purchase the Ken Kesey 
Collection and keep it in its current 
home, the UO Knight Library, as Ken 

biographies will generate a resur-
gence of scholarly and cultural inter-
est in Ken’s work, across the globe. 
The Rex grant will help the Uni-
versity act on this opportunity, and 
gain international attention as the 
home of the Ken Kesey Collection.

 

Furthur inside


